Caroline Hyman

Page 52

Silvershotz Volume 6 Edition 2

Caroline Hyman

Caroline
Hyman
Caroline Hyman
Botanicals
Caroline is one of those quintessential
ladies known as an ‘English rose’. At the
tender age of 18 her father discussed
her future and declared that the most
important attributes a young lady should
have for success in life were typing and
cooking; both of which he was prepared
to pay for if she went to a finishing
school. This of course was the sixties
and her father was out of touch with the
dramatic changes occuring in society.
Caroline declined her father’s offer and
promptly moved to London to seek her
fame and fortune. During her first week
in London she had arranged to share a
flat with three other young ladies, a
minor detail was that rent was due and
no job was in the pipeline.
During the week she attended an informal
party where she was introduced to a
Canadian fashion photographer, Desmond
Russell, who had just arrived in London
and was setting up a studio. He casually
remarked he needed an assistant, she
casually remarked she needed a job. He
asked if she had any photographic
experience, without missing a beat
Caroline said ‘of course’. “OK, turn up
tomorrow at my studio and you can be my
assistant”, said Desmond. The first task
he gave her was to load three Hasselblad
backs with film. Making an excuse that
she was not familiar with that camera, he
demonstrated, fortunately she was a
quick learner. During this important
formative time Caroline learnt a lot about
cameras, studio equipment and lighting.
It did not take her long to progress to the
business side and present Desmond’s
portfolios to advertising agencies looking
for new accounts.

It so happened that during this time an
American friend of Desmonds arrived in
London to visit. He asked her out to
dinner, which she declined. It took two
years but Ken persisted and two years
later they married. Caroline moved to
California with husband, Ken Hyman, a
film producer, where he was to run
production at Warner Brothers Studios in
Hollywood. This also provided her with
access to doing stills for movies produced
at the studios. It was during this time in
California that Caroline enrolled as a
mature aged student and completed a BA
Honours in Fine Art at the Californian
State University at Northridge.
Returning to England in the eighties, Ken
and Caroline settled in Henley-onThames [famous for its rowing races] in
the English county of Oxfordshire. There
is a saying that diamonds can be found in
your own back garden. This was very true
for Caroline. From a very early age at
school, where the study of and collecting
of wildflowers was part of the curriculum,
she has always had a deep love for the
flora and fauna of the countryside. She
finds working with nature inspirational
because one is forced to look at the detail
that normally goes unnoticed. Most of her
botanical flowers and plants are collected
on random walks in country lanes or
surrounding woods near her home and
studio. A dedicated environmentalist she
believes that we are all surrounded by an
endless supply of still life material and
that it isn’t necessary to travel to distant
lands in order to make original and
interesting photographs.

The local wild flowers have a certain
depth of colour and fragile beauty ,
because they are small they require
careful study. Detailed observations of
hedgerow plants, arums,wild violets,
dandelions, and bluebells which so often
go unnoticed are given prominence. Her
recent work has been strongly influenced
by the botanical drawings of the Victorian
era. These images clearly demonstrate
her technical skills in photography
coupled with a vision and understanding
of interpreting the delicate natural
beauty of her subjects. The finished prints
appear simple and uncluttered. Plain
backgrounds, and soft lighting emphasise
the unique quality of each plant.
The images are all captured using
traditional monochrome film, developed
and printed in her darkroom using silver
gelatin paper. The processes are varied
but most of the prints are toned in
selenium, sepia [thiocarbamide] or gold
depending on the subject. The final part
of the process which gives each plant
their individuality is the painstaking and
time consuming process of hand
colouring each print with photo oil paints.
The end result ensures the warm colours
of nature have been accurately recorded
and have a much richer quality. These
fine art prints are in limited editions and
are held in public and private collections
around the world. The most recent
botanical series was featured in
‘International Garden photographer of the
year 2008/2009’.
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Top left: Mascari botryroides-grape hyacinths 1
Top right: Veronica persica - speedwell 1
Bottom left: Fritillaria 1
Bottom right: Cydonia - quince 1
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Caroline has been involved in many single
and group exhibitions. In October 2001
she published a book titled, ‘Portrait of a
Valley’, (The Hambleden Valley in
Photographs) , which captured the
beautiful local landscape near her home
and the people of the valley, at work and
at play, over the course of a year.
Following is a quote from a readers
review: “Here are the people, places and
events in the modern life of a unique fold
in the Chiltern Hills - an invaluable
evocation of its villages and valley in the
first year of the new century and the third
millennium. For those who live in places
like Hambleden or Fingest, Fawley or
Medmenham, Skirmett, Turville or Frieth,
here are familiar faces and ancient vistas,
for those who visit this enchanted vale,
here are comfortable taverns and quiet
times. For all who cherish the Chilterns,
here are timeless faces and places - a
vision and a waking dream of near
meadows, still streams and rolling
hillsides.”
This book is available from Amazon (type
in code /dp/0860236676), or directly from
Caroline. Due for publication in late 2009 ,
Caroline’s next book will be a behind the
scenes look at the traditional sport of
pheasant shooting, the livelihoods derived
from it, and the effect on conservation
and wildlife. Caroline is a Fellow of The
Royal Photographic Society, a member of
Arena photographers, Association of
photographers and the Garden
photographer’s association of UK.
More of her work can be viewed at
www.arenaphotographers.com
www.carolinehymanphotos.co.uk

Silvershotz Volume 6 Edition 2

Anemone de caen

Page 55

Caroline Hyman

Arum maculatum 1
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Top left: Mascari botryoides - grape hyacinths 2
Top right: Allium schoenprasum - chives
Bottom left: Fritillaria 3
Bottom right: Narcissus cyclamineus
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Top left: Vitis vinifera - grape 2
Top right: Ranunculus bulbosus - buttercup
Bottom left: Belleborous orientalis 1
Bottom right: Viola adorata
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Iris reticulata
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Vitis vinifera - grape 1
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Pomegranates
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